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Public Education Events in Minnesota and Virginia
The DEET Education Program participated in two well-attended public education events this spring.
In Fairfax County, Va., just across the Potomac from our nation’s Capitol, ticks are a major concern.  We were invited by U.S. Rep. Gerald Connolly to participate in a special event on May 15 to highlight important information about this puzzling tick-borne disease.  Key messages included making sure you use DEET-based repellents (the only ones the CDC recommends for ticks) in higher concentrations for longer-term tick repellency.  CDC suggests at least 20%.  The American Academy of Pediatrics says that children as young as two months of age can use up to a 30% DEET product.

The second event was May 20 in the Minneapolis-St. Paul area, where both mosquito- and tick-borne diseases are significant concerns.  It was cosponsored by our program, the Minnesota Department of Health and the Metropolitan Mosquito Control District, which serves seven counties and more than half of the state’s residents, to spread the word.  

Here is some local media coverage: 
http://www.myfoxtwincities.com/dpp/news/tick-season-has-arrived-in-minnesota-may-20-2010 and 
http://abcnewspapers.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=12336&Itemid=26
