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Students from 23 States and Puerto Rico Win “Fight the Bite” Poster Contest 

Sponsored by CDC and DEET Education Program,  
Contest Raises Awareness about Preventing Mosquito and Tick Bites 

 
 

This year students from 23 states and Puerto Rico have won awards in the “Fight the Bite” 

poster contest, co-sponsored by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the DEET 

Education Program.  Begun in 2007, the contest invites fifth- and sixth-graders to create educational 

posters encouraging children and adults to protect themselves against mosquito and tick bites and the 

diseases they can cause. 

 Adam Carr, 11, of Tampa, won the national sixth-grade Grand Prize, and Devayani Varma, 

10, of Davis, Calif., won the national fifth-grade Grand Prize.  Both were honored today (June 18) 

during a ceremony at CDC’s facility in Fort Collins, Colo. 

 Adam and Devayani each received a $1,000 U.S. Savings Bond and framed certificate.  State 

winners will receive a $50 bond and award certificate (list on page two, posters at 

www.fightthebitecontest.com). 

 Devayani attends Marguerite Montgomery Elementary in Davis.  Adam is homeschooled. 

“Adam does artwork everyday as part of his studies, including history, science and art 

history,” his mother Kelly said.  “He did research on repellents and insects before he started drawing 

the poster.” 

 Devayani is “an excellent all-around student,” according to her teacher, Mary Schembri.  

“She’s creative and shows real initiative, which is exemplified by this award.” 

 Emily Zielinski-Gutierrez, DrPH, a CDC medical anthropologist and creator of the contest, 

said: “Clearly, health educators around the U.S. are doing an exceptional job talking about ways to 

protect against mosquito and ticks bites, because we saw some terrific entries that emphasized the 

practical ways to avoid bites and prevent disease. I was thrilled to see so many creative posters, and I 

hope that all the students who entered learned more about this important issue while doing this 

project.  
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 “We are delighted with the posters created by Devayani and Adam,” said Susan Little, 

executive director of the DEET Education Program (www.deetonline.org), which operates under the 

auspices of the Consumer Specialty Products Association.  “Their entries are attractive, creative and 

informative, with a fun aspect to them.” 

The contest judges included Zielinski-Gutierrez; Little; Ken August, development director, 

National Public Health Information Coalition; Joe Conlon, technical advisor, American Mosquito 

Control Association; Gary Cox, JD, director, Oklahoma City-County Health Department; Sandi 

Delack, RN, president, National Association of School Nurses; and Lyle Petersen, MD, MPH, 

director of CDC’s vector-borne disease division. 

Public health educators and school nurses are being encouraged to include the posters in their 

educational materials. 

Consumers can find information about diseases from mosquito and tick bites, repellent use 

and other prevention strategies, such as limiting standing water to reduce mosquitoes and landscape 

modification to discourage ticks, at websites such as www.cdc.gov/westnile, www.cdc.gov/lyme, and 

deetonline.org. 

Available domestically since 1957, DEET is the world’s most widely used active ingredient in 

insect repellents. The CDC and other leading health authorities have long recommended these 

repellents. The American Academy of Pediatrics says repellents with up to 30 percent DEET can be 

used on children as young as two months of age. 

The DEET Education Program is sponsored by Clariant Corp., S.C. Johnson & Son Inc., 3M 

Company and Vertellus Specialty Materials. 

     - 30 - 

   [Editors: For JPEGS of the winning posters, contact Alison at 800-789-3300 or 

alison@kroegerpr.com.] 

 

STATE WINNERS 
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5th GRADE (hometown) 
California (San Jose)—Hannah Berenjfoorosh 
Delaware (Wilmington)—Charlotte Kottenhahn Leslie  
Florida (Lakewood Ranch)—Madelyn Kumar 
Georgia (Atlanta)—Madison Kesel 
Illinois (Jacksonville)—Andy Mullens 
Kansas (Wamego)—Brianna Hoffman 
Kentucky (Mt. Sterling)—Lanea Hayden 
Michigan (Onsted)—Alex Harton 
Mississippi (Olive Branch)—Abby Florez 
Missouri (Springfield)—Renny Haag 
Nebraska (Hastings)—Brooklyn Boutin 
New Jersey (Basking Ridge)—Katie Shia 
New York (Poughkeepsie)—Leona Lau 
North Carolina (Asheville)—Vladimir Zalakov 
Pennsylvania (Newtown)—Lauren Preston 
Tennessee (Knoxville)—Bethany Milsom 
Texas (Frisco)—Carl Jefferson III 
West Virginia (Ravenswood)—Ashley Wyant 
 

6th GRADE (hometown) 
California (Davis)—Arnon Erba 
Connecticut (Norwalk)—Richard Clemens 
Florida (Salt Springs)—Sandra Littleton 
Georgia (Comer)—Josie McKenzie 
Illinois (Effingham)—Hannah Dillow 
Kansas (Stockton)—Danielle Gallardo 
Maryland (Princess Anne)—Laura Fisher 
Michigan (Saginaw)—Zach Laury 
Mississippi (Brookhaven)—Jaylynn Thompson 
Missouri (Westphalia)—Andie Rehagen 
Nebraska (Holdredge)—Michaela Marcy 
New Jersey (Basking Ridge)—Varun Venugopal  
New York (Beacon)—Rachael Ng 
North Carolina (Wingate)—Angel Sanchez 
Puerto Rico (Guaynabo)—Ursula Muñoz Schaefer  
Virginia (Moseley)—Elizabeth Roberto  
Washington (Seattle)—Sophie Wilsdon 
West Virginia (Blacksville)—Victoria Chisler 
 


